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cc Thou art one of those whom we intend shall have a prin-
cipality in spite of thyself."
We marched five or six days without seeing any habita-
tion whatever; always through woods and over mountains,
and of the latter we proceeded down one the descent of which
continued fifteen miles, and in some parts was so steep that
we had to hold by the roots of the trees in order not to fall.
We then reached a large and rapid river, and on its banks
found some uninhabited houses that must have been occu-
pied by hunters, for they contained numerous bones and
skulls of deer, tigers (Felis onca .?), and other animals. "We
rested there two days, there being a good quantity of the
mammei apple; and near a rivulet, many roots resembling
those in Espanola, island from which the cazibi are pre-
pared, but well flavoured, so that simply roasted among the
embers they do no harm. With these we pacified our hun-
ger, and, proceeding onwards, in three days came to a spot
where two pathways met. Not knowing which to follow,
the governor asked an Indian in our train, which it was best
to pursue in order to reach some Indian villages; and when
he answered that he did not know, the negro1 slaves were
ordered to kill him; which they did accordingly. The
governor said this was the way to treat bad men: and then
put a similar question to the cacique, who answering also
that he did not know, Diego Gutierrez ordered the blacks
to do the same by him. When the cacique saw that they
were going towards him, he calmly set down his load and
bowed his head. Upon this the blacks were ordered not to
strike, but to let him live.
Three Spaniards were left in this spot; for, exhausted
with hunger, they could no longer stand on their feet;
wherefore they were afterwards killed by the Indians. In
the evening the governor, seeing that we had nothing to eat,
1 The author's word is mori, but Italians give this epithet to every-
thing black ; see ante, p. 114. (Tram)